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FOREWORD. 



Thi' hook before iu .lulls priori it. Ilv with Christian 
imti<|niti«w around Madras. hut contains nl*> ’account* of similar 
antiquities and tradition* in other parts of India uid the Indie-. 
Tlir midoriying tlwnio l- ol course the- tradition that the Apostle 
Thcmm* (<uiiul. il the Cliriatlau Church o( India. und tin* author 
tiii.U vestige. o( ancient Christian communities scattered all orer 
tin- Indie*. although only the ' Thomna-lliri.iian* ’ nl Malabar 
have aurvivctl to tlu- day. Part* I to III lorui thr nucleus of the 
l.iok and give <» descriptive account of the iiworiptions and other 
antiqiiitie* pn«-ncd In MykpWe. Little Mount (Uld St Thomas 
Moiuit | dorr* hallowed by association with the Apostle. 'Hus 
|-Ut of the booh was printed in 1944 with a preface »n<l hulex. 
Nnlueqnently the author added pup-n. on special iwintsof intemt 
nbout My Upon- and about early Christian crosses and other 
niouumenta found m Travanrore. Coimbatore. Mysore Bom hay 
IVeaklcney, Burma, Ceylon. .Maldives. CVimhurlla, Malacca, Jam, 
Timlin and oil., lands Thr work «•». inspired and enoouragod 
by ilu- late lit Hcv. Dr Teixclra Ri.hnp of Mylapore himself 
u srhoUr with a keen Interest in the Thomlsllr anilqnilias. 
Neatly thr whole woih was written mid printed l>y Ift-.T, but it 
rrmnmrtl uu'oinplfte owing laigely to th*- illiw— of the author. 
Apparently Iu- land hopes of rventimlly completing tin- work. Ian 
they were frustrated when lw was ordered to return to Europe 
in IU32. 

F.arl,\ in Her. the Rt Rev Charles <le SI Plogoso, the 
Rishop of Mylnpore. Mitrust.-d me with tlw preparation of tlio 
work for publication. Having been a student of tlw* subject 
from my school days and having had occasion to etiMuiue aoum of 
the proof* of the present work I om. cited to Mosul in this 
matter and ottered to consult Kr. Mo-ten himself, whom I 
IioikhI to meet in Europe during the summer of IMS. But 
Indore I nasscri Nile*, Kr. Ho- ten died (10th April, IMS). 
However I jiroceoded to RtUssel* in July and with the help ol 
the Jesuit Father* of College Saint -Michel aud tlw Flemish 
Jesuit Provincial House at CImumn do HueeHt where Kr. Hoaien 
died. I raiwackotl the puiien left by the late Father and found 
that there was practically nothing pertainiitg to the present 
work. I took the opportunity to consult there the great 
Rollan.list scholar. Kr. Kcetera, who is a recognised authority on 
early Persian and Eastern History. 

Tire Idea of completing the work was therefore abandoned 
After all it is a collection of jupers and not a unified treatise, 
and therefore the question of completing it doe* not arise. 
Ncarlv all tlw forme- were printed before 1927 and they are 
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now given out a* they were printed. All thnt I have done U 
to add a Foreword u *l»oit account of the Indian tradition of 
St . Thomas and a table of content* Ff. Eden, S J , of Knrswoug, 
ha* been good enough to write a biographical account d Fr. 
Kosteit which will be greatly appreciated by all the late Father'* 
friends. 

As the wader will »oo. the booh U an o.intiam galluriiM on 
St. Thoma* and on ITiristUn antiquities in the Indie*. Nor 
dor* thi* contain all the late Father's writings on the wbjert. 
During )u> visit, to Malabar, he made a thorough study ol the 
Christian tradition in Trevancore, roUnird Ming* and legend*, 
studied the many ancient cro.«o. found all over the country, 
carried out expeditions to explore historical sites (like C'luyal). 
took an active part in rout roveraiea among Malalur scholar* on 
details of local Christian History and carried on .1 brisk cones- 
|-jiuloiue *itli a largo nuuib« of people, some of which la inferred 
to in those pages. HU curiosity «»* unappeasable nn<l IvU 
mastery of detail mumrpa»«ed. He was captivated by the 
Indian tradition of St Thom**. and wa. consumed with a 
|«' "ion for dnK'Overiim the truth ol the riddle tliat tin* ImlNed 
many generation* of .cholar- before him, 

Fr H oaten ha. brought together information of a varied 
nature, partly collected by hinisetf anil imtly gathered from 
Irnok* and manuscript* in many languages which aro not acciMsihle 
lo the ordinary scholar, at any rate in India. He writes like a 
|doiv>er exploring « new Held hi some eiws like ail animated 
tourist recording hi* luiprvaalobi He liml not the time to 
collate far’* slid to weigh ovldrivc ; owl the conclusion. l\i< low 
drawn are therefore tentative The explorer ha. done lii* 
work ; ho ha. brought together many object* of great hlstorlrel 
value, It now remiiiu for the wrientlst to Hrriiiihiu< the object-, 
to «lft the evidence and to draw proper conclusion*. 

Hm the work of the pioneer l* tlu> most difficult and Fr. 
Hostcn luis dona it admirably. The hook he ha. written i* 
•lie most detailed study so far made of early Christum antlquitiM 
d India. It i. inconclusive, a- such work must neccs-irily lie. 
Hut it will lung remain a» a refrretice book of gun I value and 
Hi* Lot.Uhin ill* Hi “hup of Mylnpore deserve* the gratitude of 
*cho!nr. fee bringing ont >nch a work at a time like the prawn! 
when intcre-t in lii-toek-al Rwurehea i* growing everywhere. 

•Vencrif H*„m. P. J. THOMAS. 

Mndrai. Aprd ttrt, im 
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WAS THE APOSTLE THOMAS IN SOUTH 

INDIA ? 

A Brief State mrkt of toe Peoblem. 

TV Iruditum that fit. Thomas the Apustle preached and 
<lioil m India i- iw« o!<l nail deep-rooted *■ *ay o( I ho early 
i luUtiiui tradition* accepted by librarian*. In tlu* <iu* of m*-l 
nl Uiw icmTiilik' tradition. tin- ie in not enough doeuniwuary 
«'» iik’iKT compelling unanimous acceptance. and vet lo disprove 
them i- extremely difficult, owing 10 the array of circumstantial 
uvldmcos supporting them. It in true that nwnv raedinval 
traditions cu oitOt cUim an y historical basis. But tlio tradition 
uliout SI. Thom.il is of luuoh ositinr origin, bring luuidoil ilown 
through well-known writer* from Apostolio times Many 
legends clustering round thU tradition raav be n»di»val accrc 
IMAUI. lint that. (Inn not weaken the original tradition. An 
lui|MUllal study of it will rauviiKO into IhU it stand* on the same 
Hano an many of live generally accepted luetoriral facts about 
im.imt India. 

I Ttttniia*!/ n/ Ihr fairly Fallur*. 

Wherever the Aii<»tle Thomas is mtntioued, in breviary or 
lltuiyy, lit |Kieni or history, he ia almost, invariably associated 
wills India All IVlrlstic arltliig*, whether Oieck. Utln or 
Syi'iao, l*sr testimony to the connection of the Apostle with 
India. It is significant that tills belief was most pronotmnrd 
among early Syriac Fathan who by their proximity lo India 
claim the greatest respect in tliis mattei According to a well- 
known authority, “ To refer to nil llio Syrian ami C’htistiau Arab 
millions who spenk of India in connection with Thomas would 
lie equivalent to referring to all who have made mention of the 
ittiiie of Thomas 

Tim earliest known referenre toSt Thomas in Syriac writ ings 
is in the Dorlrine 0 / the Apoatiu, which may be dated about 
2W A. I). and not Uter than 250 AD It *»yi : " India and all 
its owu countries and those bordenng, even to the farthest sea. 
received the Apostle's hand of priesthood from Judas Thomas, 
who was guide and ruler of tho church ho built there and 
ministered there This was written at Bdsssa, in Mesopotamia ; 
"•►out the same time, the well-known historical romance the 
ric/s 0 / Themat wa* composed in or around the same city by 



1 Curctou's Aneicul Spine Dee*m*»ti. p. 33. 
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•om* anonymous Syriac writer. and in the 1th century St. 
Ephraim compraed hi- incomparable Hymn* about the Apostle 
of India, narrating with pointed phrase and convincing illuatra- 
ti>n how Thomas ‘purified a tainted land of dark pcoplo" 

' The Mindiiiriit India thou hn«t nude fair “ “the crow of 

light ha- obliterated India's darkened shade- 



2. II AirA India ! 

Many critics have stilted that the India of the early Fathers 
i- an indefinite geographical expremicin. meaning sometimes 
Persia or Arabia or even Abyssinia. We know tint such mi-takes 
Have lieen made by medieval European writer.* u-Jio wvro ignorant 
s bout India, o. in those day. Islam had erected a Iwurier against 
European contact with tlu* East. But to assume tint the wune 
mistake- must have Wa committed ly the early Greek and 
Miian Fathers Iwtniy* u most deplorable ignorance of rim history 
of the time. MssojiotiimU and Syria, tlu- conntriea where the 
.syrmc Father, wrote, were in active commercial contact with 
Imho, both by overland mute and by sea route via Peraum Gulf 
A- for the Greek Fathers, it woukl be sh.srd to nay || w t they 
did not know India seeing that thn most anthoiit alive of <-o». 
temporary Greek writings on Geography and Trade— Plmy'. 
Acrfarrd f/irfo/j fC. oU-Wt A !)>. Am' ultra Maril .U'ilhm 
tC. lat A. IH snd Ptolrmf* O'wmyhv (U. 1.VJ A.D.)— know 
India, esncchllv Mouth India, with sn aiiiu/ing minuteness ot 
topography. By ' India " th*y all meant tho country between 
the mouth- of tlu* ludtu and the Gauge*. By ilia “discovery " 
of monsoon winds in cites A.Ii 17. the voyage to India hcrnnio 
a comparatively ea-y matter and every year numerous ships 
-ailed hum the Bed .'Sea le.pcvinlly Arabian) ports to tltc West 
Coast of India As tlio monsoon winds <lirecte-| the Milling ship* 
•Haight to the Malabar Coast— according to Pliny. Muriri- 
(Crvaiganwe)* was the first port touched in India— the Greeka 
and Arabs knew South India best md when they ipeak of India, 
they mean chiefly that part ol tine eoiuitty. Ptolemy, for 
example, giv*- a full topograpltical uccotuu of Malabar with 
it. port* snd inland towns. From Malalur, traders went by 
i os-ting ve-«cl» or by interior route, to other parts of Iniliti 
These were the works from which the early Faihcrs obtained 
their knowledge of India : and therefore, when they i«y that 
Thomas was in India, the preemption is that it was tho real 



bissml Hj’mni I Edit. Lamv). IV. p. 70S. See a\t» Barkitt. 
itttrtp if\r ft owflfl £ uijii/c , Wrglt'g Apocryphal 

aic u’*» funnily fh<* iripitnl trf Mtlahar (Chmh *wt it in 
Cochin .State. 




